
Mike Archer, Chief Executive Officer
97810444

25 July 20.9

Dear Hon Simon O'Brien MLC

Legislative Council Committee Office
Parliament House
4 Harvest Terrace

WEST PERTH WA 6005

Dear Sir

SELECT COMMITrEE INTO WA LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Thank You for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Select Committee in response to the inquiry into
how wellthe system of local government is functioning in Western Australia. Comment is provided below in
relation to each of the areas of focus outlined in the terms of reference for the inquiry.
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a) Whether the Local Government Act 2995 and related legislation is generally suitable in scope,
construction and application.

The City of Busselton believes that the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act) is broadly suitable in scope
and construction, albeit requiring some amendment and update to meet current community
expectations and changes in the way local governments do business. The current State government's
review of the Act has been welcome and the City of Busselton has provided comprehensive submissions
in response to both phase I and Phase 2. Those submissions are attached for information and provide
for a more detailed response to this part of the terms of reference. In summary however the City
supports simplification of the Act, and the removal of unnecessary red tape where possible, allowing
local government to focus on the delivery of services to their communities.
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b) The scope of activities of local governments,

The scope of activities and services that local governments provide is extensive and is certainly riot
limited to "roads, rates and rubbish". The City of Busselton, like other local governments, has found it
necessary to increase its investment over the past ten Years in libraries, youth services, economic
development, and community infrastructure and capacity building. While the City supports the ongoing
ability for local governments to provide a broad range of services to their communities, based on
community needs, greater recognition and assessment of the capacity of local governments to meet
these growing demands is encouraged. The need for additional support and funding from other levels
of government should be considered as part of reviewing the scope of adjvities of local governments.
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cj The role of the Department of State administering the Local Government ActZ995 and related
legislation.

The City of Busselton supports the widely held sector view that the Department of Local Government,
Sport and Cultural Industries needs to bolster its role as an advisory body, and, as it used to some years
ago, provide greater guidance and support to local governments. To this end, the City believes that the
issue of resourcing within the Department and its focus on the local government sector requires review,
such that it can provide the leadership and support that the sector requires.

dj The role of elected members and chief executive officers I employees and whether these are clearly
defined, delineated, understood and accepted.

The role of elected members and chief executive officers are outlined in the Act and the City of Busselton
supports these broad delineations as suitable. As outlined however in its submission to Phase I of the
Local Government Act Review, the word 'govern' in describing the role of Coundl ('governs the local
government's affairs') is broad and could perhaps be more definitive. Additionally we feelthereis scope
for greater clarity within the drafting of the Act, for example the use of the terms 'local government' and
'Coundl' to provide clarity as to when Council must make and I or delegate decision making power,

Overall increased levels of education and awareness at all levels (community, elected members and
employees) about the different roles and responsibilities of elected members and the CEO I
administration would be beneficial.

e) The funding and financial management of local governments.

Local governments generally manage their financial responsibilities well. Certainly the City of Busselton
takes its financial management obligations very seriously, investing a lot of time and effort in ensuring it
has financial structures and reserves to manage its significant asset base and continue to provide
services into the future.

Local governments are however under constant pressure to maintain or reduce rating levels. Addressing
discrepancies with rateablelands, for instancethrough refining the meaning of 'charitable purposes' and
ensuring that State government trading enterprises pay rates to local government, will assist. As
touched on under point b) the need for additional support and funding from other levels of government
should also be considered; for example local government's capacity to manage coastal erosion issues as
recently raised. Rate capping is not something the City of Busselton supports, with local governments
requiring the ability to consult with their community and to set and adjust rates to meet expectations
and demands.

The City of Busselton is pleased to be able to provide a submission to the Select Committee and hope that this
inquiry will further assist to enhance the important role of Local Government in creating and supporting great
communities.

Yours sincerely

Mike Archer

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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